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Febnuary 16, 1999
Andy Dodson
Reports Analyst
Federal Blection Commissien
§00 E. Street, N.W.
Washinpton, D.C. 20463
Dear Andy Dodson:
Asldiacusmdmﬁmthmauachﬁdisamp}rufﬂwmmplctemmmmmﬁRFIAmgarding

the Qetober Quarterly Report, which was sent via airborme and received by your office on
Fepruary 5, 1999. As you indicated on fhe phone, it appears that ¥ou received and posted part of
nmmpme,butmﬁmmdmwmmmﬂmwmmmmdm

your offiee, Without T cormpletc responss, [ can certmnly share your concerns that owr
rRppoiEe appemmhemcmnplmmmme anclosed materials with Loy Deaory. ] bope

this answer is sufficient and answers gy questions you may have.
Thank you for your time and interest in resolving this iss0e.

Qincerely,

P Y

Paul Williams
Former ACPAC Treasher

Enc.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION R@:’-%
Ly aSHIHCTON, BC. 6]
February 11, 1999 Fe £
s

Joseph Martin, Treasurer
American Collectors Association, [ne.
(ACPAL
4040 W 70" Street
Minncapolis, MN 55435
Identification Number: COO034783
Refercnce: October Quarterly Report (7/1/98-9/30/38)
Dear AMr, Martin:

ThlE Iettﬂr is tn mfn::rm yu-u 1:hat a5 c-f Fﬂhmaﬁ’ 10, 1":]"519 thc Cumtmssmn ThaErobe

T‘ma notice requesis mfurmzmnn assentml t::- ﬁll] puhh-:-. dasr:lnsure of your fndtra] glection
campaign finances. To ctisurs compliance with the provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act {the Act), please respond to this request (copy enclosed.

Thf: Eﬂmﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬂ nolessthrTreermbrois =Ty serorrirnder=ing

(4/1/98-6/301/98) on February 3, 1999, The amendment dJSI:lt]EH':S a r:hange in the elcchnn
designation (from General to Pl’]]:lﬂt}'] fur the $1Dﬂ[l cuntnl}utmn {madﬂ on &E/9E) to
D' Amaic for U, b Nenate. RSP L T A Eﬂ if
the contribution was redesignated tu thﬁ ananr Elecimu PO e s L e
sodmitpatan. Additionally, you still need to correct the excessive :-::-ntnhutmu made to
Canator D'Amato's commintee, The excessive amoutt NOW appears to be 1000, Please
refor to the Schedule(s) B accompanying the enclosed lener. If no response is receved
within fifteen {15) days from the date of this notice, the Commission may choose 1o
initiate audit or legal enforcement action.

if you should have any questions teparding this matter, please contact Lucy J.
Denny on our toll-free number (300} 424-9530 or our local number (2023 6941130,

Sucerely,
ﬂ -
H M“—-—.
Jolm D {rbson
" Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Dnvigion
Enclosure
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ACPAC

February 3, 1999

Luey J. Denny

e Reports Analyst
Faderal Election Connissien
000 E, Sireet, NW.
Washingtot, 0.C. 204635

Dear Lucy Denny:

This letier is in response to your inquiry of January 20, 1999 regarding possible excessive
copmibutions made to Sen. Alphonss D' Amato’s general re-election campaign by the
Arnerican Collectors Assocition political action committee, As we discussed on the phons last
week, [ helieve that the discrepancy wias the Tesult of typogrephical emors and 2
misunderstanding of the tallying regulaticns for candidate comThntions. '

When 1 started serving as ACPAC treasurer afewymagn,Ewasmdﬂﬂwhnpmsicnﬂmt
carmpaign disbursements for re-glection campaigns Can be designated on the FEC report as
being for re-election campaigs, without specifying whether such a designation should be tallied
for & general or primary election, Such 8 designation wonld be the same as taltving the check 1@
fhe pearcst election. As | have since learned, this “sheathand™ policy only leads te confitsion as
to how the check should be tallied. This was not a problem w the past, as ACPAC rarely
somtributed more then $4,000 to ay ont candidate, but the possibility of canfision over kow to
tally contributions will certainly inerease as ACPAC continues to grow. Foriupately, we have
just purchased a Capitol Hill PAC software program which farees the preparer of the FEC
reports to designate whether a contribution is for 2 general or primary election, The software
aleo flags any violation of campaign laws before a report is filed or a dishursement check (8
written. | bebcve ﬂmtﬂﬂss}rstmwillh:lpmdumﬂmtmagﬂphicﬂmmﬂmthaw
gerasionally occumed guring our former system of writing ail reports in long-hand and then
typing up the reports. With this background in place, T believe I can discuss all conmbutions
rmade to Sen. Alphonse D' Amato ever the past ve years and answer the questions you raised
in your inguiry.
| ACPALs first contribufion to Sen. Alphonse ' Amato during the past five years occumed
on February 23, 1993, The contribution was made for 31,000 and was degignated on the
check for the “1992 elections”” A similar desipnation was made on the FEC report,
Consequently, this contritmtion did not count for the 1998 electict) totals.

AC A Polltlcal Actdon Committee
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February 3, 19949

2 The first contribution for Se. D*Amate"s 1958 re-election Was made on May 11, 1994,
The check waz for §1,000 and the comtribution: on the check was designated as 1908 e~
election and the designztion on the FEC report was listed s re-election. Tt should be tallisd
to the primary electlon, fzaving a wtal of $1,000 tallied 1o the primary election at that ume.

I 3 The next distursement to his cammpaign was made on June 27, 1955 for 51,000, The
designation on the check was for the 1998 te-election ard was marked on the FEC report as
other: 1098 re-election, This should be tallied to the primary election, leaving a total of
52 000 talkied to the primary electinn at that time.

4 O Novembher 30, 1995, 2 contributien of 52,000 was made io Jer. D' Amato’s campais.
This Girne, hewever, the contribution was tallied o the general electlon, leaving a total of
$2,500 tallied ta the primary aleckion and §2 000 to the generai election at that time.

5. Om April 26, 1996, a comtibution of 31,000 was made to Sen. D'Amate’s re-glection
campaign. The check was designated to the “re-election campaign,” but unfortanatedy
was designated as a “general election” oo the FEC report, instead of the primary

- election fesignation. (A corrected report is enclosed) This lesves a total of $3.000
. designated for the primary election and $2,000 for the general election at that tme,

6. The next contribution occumed on Navember 17, 1996 for 51,000, This contribotion
should be tallied 25 a primary election, but was tallied on the FEC report as a general
election. (A corrected report is enclosed.) This leaves a total of $4,000 designated for the
primary cleetion and 52,000 for the seneral election at that time,

9 The next disbursement date was April & {998 for a contribution of $1,000. The
coptribution was designated an the check as teing for the 1999 Primary Election, but
was Llisied on the FEC report as hcing for the 1999 Genersl Election, {A corrected
report s enclosed.}, This leaves a total of §5,000 designated for the primary election and
32,008 for the genersl election.)

4 The final contribution was made on July 22, 1908 for 3,000, The designation on the check
was for the 15998 Genersl Re-glection and i was correcily tallied on the FEC report for the
peneral election, This Jeaves & total contribution of §5,000 for the prmary ciection and
%5 000 for the general election.

Shortly after the July 22, 1998 check wes received by the ¥ Amato fimdraising commnittee,
their treasurer contacted me with questions about how the disbursements should be tallied since
I did oot explicitly - adicate how the checks should be taitied on two letters to her. I &xplsined




February 3, 1999

how the contributions should be tallied, I presumed that everything made sense since I did not
hear again Fram the campaign.

If at this tirne, you believe that i should notify the recipient and request 2 refimd, I would
certainly be glad to do so. (In the meaniime, | have sent the campaign ireasurer a letier
explaining how the comtributions should be re-tallied. {See attachment}

First, effectively immedistely, Joe Martin will be the new ACPAC teasurer and all
comrespondence should be directed to him,

The second issne relates to the previnus statement. When T becarne ACPAC treasirer in 1994, 1
was informed that there was a discrepancy of $379.03 betwesn the amount reported 1o the FEC
and the actoal bank statement. The previous measurer Was wnsire where the discrepancy came
from mnd sirmply instructed me to carry the discrepancy forward as she had done. [ should have
contacted your offies directly at that time, but I simply camied the discrepancy forward. Now
that I am leaving as ACPAC freasurer, | would ke to ragalve this discrepancy a8 so0m as
possible for the new treasurer.

After considershie research, T believe ] have discovered the origm of the discrepancy. Asfmasl

can teli, this discrepancy was crested on Novemiber 20, 1987, when Flizabeth Uppman, who
) senredmACPACTmsmﬁmﬂmﬁm,mnﬁmredﬁls,ﬂmﬁmnmeﬁCFﬁﬂchmﬁng
accoltt 1o a Fidelity US. Government Reserve Account which samed mterest, Om Seplember
14, 1988, the total balance plus interest (521, 817.00) was transferred back into the ACPAC
checking account ACPAC :hmpaidfad:ralandstﬂetaxeannﬂmiutarﬁtmiﬂ: a cheek from
the ACPAC campaign conttibution fund, but apparently did not disclose the fall amount to the
FEC report. Consequerdly, we have consistently reported $379.03 more o the FEC than what
wi have in our actual bank account.

ACM's Foderal Legislativa Consuliant Robert Royer discussed this discrepancy with Mr
Richard Mg on February 2 ang Mr. Ng auggcstadmatwcprepamanupdamﬂFEﬂmpﬂnwiﬂi
ﬂmmnminfnnuaﬁnn,mdmclmkmmymmmiﬂhmamaddiﬁmﬂ nEpETWOTK
requirernents that must be met. EinnaEnhRﬂyerdimmmdlhiaism;twﬁhhﬁ.Hg after the
IEQBymmFEErq:unmﬁlﬁd,ﬂmmpm{mﬁchynuﬂhwld have already received) docs
uutr:ﬂectmﬂdjscrepancydimmwdabuvt.lwi]]waittuhmﬁvmynuhaﬁ:rclﬂlnm
amended 1995ywmdmpﬂdMﬂmummthawmnmlmdaﬂﬂmnmsmypapﬂwurk.
Thisamend:drepuﬂnﬁllbeﬁlﬂdusingﬂmmdiﬁmmlme&mduft}piﬂgﬂutﬁmmpuﬂim
we cannot usa the Capital Hill PAC sofiware systetm, unifil T hear from you on how to handie
tins discrepancy. :




Fabxuary 3, 1996

To reduce tha possibility of further FEC inguiries or questions, 1 would appreciate i if you
amild send any information on upcoming seminars en FEC requirements 10 Joe Mantin, so that
he can be filly ewars of and compliant with all FEC mules and regulations regarding politieal
action comimithess.

Thark you for your time and interest in resolving this jEsue,
Sincersly,

Paul Williams

ACPAC Treasunet

Enc.
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